Program Descriptions

Appendix: Major Public Supports
(2008)

Supplemental Security Income (S5I)

Supplemental Security Income, administered

by the federal Sacial Security Administration,
provides monthly cash payments to elders

with no or very low income. The state of New
Jersey may supplement the federal payment for
some recipients. SSI eligibility income and asset
limits are the lowest of any work or income
support available to New Jersey elders. In 2008,
qualifying elders had incomes less than $7,644,
and qualifying elder couples had incomes less
than $11,472. SSI payments fill the gap between
recipients’ incomes and the countable income
limits. Single and married elders must also
maintain no more than $2,000 and $3,000 in
assets, respectively, not including a home, one car,
and household items.

Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program
(SFMNP)

The Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program

is administered by the USDA, which awards to
states grants used to provide low-income seniars
with coupons that can be exchanged for eligible
foods at farmers' markets, roadside stands and
community supported agricultural programs.

In order to participate, low-income seniars

60 or older must have household incomes no
more than 185% FPL ($19,240 for a 1-person
household; $25,900 for a 2-person household).
Once the SFMNP benefits have been issued to
eligible seniors, they can be used to purchase
fresh, nutritious, unprepared, lacally grown
fruits, vegetables, and herbs. SFMNP benefits are
provided during the harvest months.

State Supplement

The State Supplement provides additional

monthly cash payments to elders who receive
Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Because the
income eligibility limits for the State Supplement
to SSI are higher than they are for SSI, some elders
who do not receive SSI may receive the state-
funded supplement. In 2008, for elders living
alone or with others, the supplement was $31.25
per month for a single elder and $25.36 per
manth for a married person.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP)

The Supplemental Mutrition Assistance Program,
formerly the Food Stamps program, provides
low-income households with electronic benefits
which participants use ta purchase food. The US
Department of Agriculture funds the program
through the Food and Nutrition Service, and
Mew Jersey administers the program, including
determination of eligibility and distribution of
benefits. In order to participate, a single elder's
(net) monthly income must be no more than
100% FPL ($10,400 for a 1-person household;
$14,000 for a 2-person household) after
deductions for earned income and a portion of
exceptional medical and housing expenses. Single
and married elders must maintain no more than
$3,000 in assets. Simplified Nutrition Assistance
for Seniors (SNAS) is a program to link SSI
beneficiaries directly to SNAP.

New Jersey Care/New Jersey Medicaid

MNew Jersey Care offers complete Medicaid
coverage to very low-income elders. It also pays
for Medicare Part A and B premiums. The annual
income and asset limits for a single elder are
$8,019 and $4,000, respectively. For elder couples,
the annual income limit is $11,776 and the asset
limit is $6,000.



The Medically Needy Section of New lersey
Medicaid for the aged, blind or permanently
disabled offers partial health coverage to elders
who exceed the Medicaid income andfor asset
limitations. Recipients receive all Medicaid
services other than in-patient hospital care and
prescription drug coverage. To qualify, single
elders must have incomes of less than 100%
FPL ($10,400 for a 1-person household; $14,000
for a 2-person household). Single and married
elders must also maintain no more than $4,000
and $6,000, respectively, in assets, respectively.
Elders who receive SSI automatically qualify for
New Jersey Care. Elders can also take advantage
of a medical spend-down provision which allows
participants to subtract health care costs from
their incomes in order to meet Medicaid income
eligibility levels.

Global Options for Long Term Care (GO)

Global Options is a Medicaid Waiver program
offered by New Jersey Department of Health and
Senior Services. GO consolidates three previously
offered waiver programs. The GO program
provides access to a wider range of in-home
long-term care supportive services for a greater
number of seniors (aged 65 and over) who meet
the income, asset and nursing facility level of

care requirements established by Medicaid. GO
participants have the options to hire and direct
their own service providers. Participants work with
a care manager to create an individualized plan of
care based on a comprehensive assessment of the
participant’s healthcare needs.

Medical Assistance — Medicare Savings
Programs (QMB, SLMB, SLMB-Qi-1)

The Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs) include the
Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), Specified
Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary [SLMB) and
Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary -Ql-1
(SLMB-QI-1) "programs”. The QMB program helps

low-income elders enralled in Medicare Part A

pay for all or part of Medicare Part B premiums,
deductibles and co-payments. Premiums for Part C
supplementary insurance are not covered. To qualify,
an elder's gross annual income must be no more
than 100% FPL ($10,400 for a 1-person househald;
$14,000 for a 2-person household). Single and
married elders must also maintain no more than
$4,000 and $6,000 in assets, respectively.

The SLMB program pays for all or part of
Medicare Part B premiums for qualified recipients.
Recipients must be enralled in Medicare Parts A
and C. There are two tiers of the SLMB program.
To qualify as an SLMB, an elder's gross annual
income must be no more than 120% FPL ($12,480
for a 1-person household; $16,800 for a 2-person
household). SLMB-QI-1 recipients must have
annual incomes of no more than 135% FPL
($14,040 for a 1-person household; $18,900 for

a 2-person household). For both the SLMB and
SLMB-QI-1 programs, single and married elders
must maintain no more than $4,000 and $6,000
in assets, respectively.

Federal Prescription Assistance — Medicare
Part D Low Income Subsidy (LIS)

The Low Income Subsidy helps low-income
elders with prescription drug costs. The federal
government subsidizes participants’ private
Medicare Part D drug (insurance) plan premium,
and helps pay drug deductibles and co-payments.
Those with Medicaid, or those participating in
Medical Savings Programs, automatically qualify
for LIS. For full eligibility, gross monthly income
must be no more than 100% FPL ($10,400 for

a 1-person household; $14,000 for a 2-person
household); thereafter the program provides help
on a sliding scale to those with incomes up to
150% FPL ($15,600 for a 1-person household;
$21,000 for a 2-person household). Single and
married elders must also maintain no more than
$7,790 and $12,440 in assets, respectively, to



receive full LIS benefits. In order to receive partial
LIS benefits, single elders cannot have more than
$11,990 in assets and couples must have no more
than $23,970 in assets.

Pharmaceutical Aid to the Aged and Disabled
(PAAD)

Pharmaceutical Aid to the Aged and Disabled
is a state-funded prescription drug program
administered by the Department of Health and
Senior Services that provides coverage for low-
income elders whose incomes and/or assets
exceed LIS limitations. Elders must enroll in a
Medicare Part D prescription drug plan in order
to receive benefits. In 2008, recipients paid $6
for generic prescriptions and $7 for brand-name
prescriptions, but the program pays for Part D
premiums, deductibles and prescription costs
exceeding the co-payment. There are no asset
limits for the program, but single and married
elders cannot have annual incomes exceeding
$23,092 and $28,313 respectively (2008);
$24,432/$29,956 in 2009.

Senior Gold

Senior Gold helps elders with incomes or assets
exceeding PAAD limits to pay for prescription
drugs. Like PAAD, the program is state-funded and
administered by the Department of Health and
Senior Services. Elders must enroll in a Medicare
Part D prescription drug plan to receive benefits
under Senior Gold. Senior Gold recipients pay

for their own Medicare Part D premiums, but

pay anly $15 and 50% of the remaining cost for
each prescription. However, once out-of-pocket
costs reach $2,000 per year for an individual or
$3,000 per year for a couple, the recipient is only
responsible for a “flat” $15 co-payment. There are
no asset limits for the program, but single elders
must have annual incomes of less than $33,092
and elder couples must have annual incomes of less
than $38,313 in 2008; $34,432/$39,956 in 2009.

Universal Service Fund (USF)

The Universal Service Fund, a state fund
administered by the Department of Community
Affairs, helps New Jersey's low-income residents
pay for their natural gas and electricity bills.
Recipients receive a credit on their utility bills that
varies with the percentage of income spent on
natural gas and electricity. The maximum benefit
per household is $1,800 annually. Recipients must
have incomes less than 175% of FPL ($18,204 for
a 1-person household; $24,504 for a 2-person
household) and spend mare than 3% of income
on electric service or more than 3% of your
income for natural gas service; if elders heat their
homes with electricity, they must spend more
than 6% of income on electricity.

Lifeline

Lifeline provides energy assistance to elderly
and disabled househaolds. The program is
administered by the Department of Community
Affairs and funded by the New Jersey general
fund. The program issues a $225 credit to eligible
households to pay for natural gas and electricity
bills. If households pay utility bills directly, the
state issues credits directly to utility companies.
If recipients pay rent that includes utilities,
recipients are issued checks. There are no asset
limitations, but a single elder's annual income
cannot exceed $23,092 and an elder couple's
income cannot exceed $28,313 (2008). PAAD
recipients are automatically eligible for Lifeline;
$24,432/$29,956 (2009).

Home Energy Assistance (HEA)

The Home Energy Assistance program provides
payment to energy providers on behalf of
homeowners and tenants. HEA is federally
funded and administered by the Department of
Community Affairs and county welfare agencies
and Boards of Social Services. In 2008, recipient
income limits were 225% of FPL ($23,400 for



a 1-person household; $31,500 for a 2-person
household). There are no asset limits. HEA benefits
vary according to income, household size, fuel and
vendor type and locality.

Housing Assistance

Eligible elders can receive direct or indirect
housing subsidies from three programs funded
by the US Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD): The Housing Choice
Voucher Program (HCVP, formerly Section 8],
Public Housing, and the Section 202 Suppartive
Housing for the Elderly Program. Recipients of an
HCVP voucher may select any market-rate rental
housing with a property owner willing to accept
the HCVP voucher, and voucher amounts are
based on a local "fair market rent” established by
HUD. The Section 202 program provides capital
and operating funds to developers and operators
of senior housing.

Those with 80% area median income are eligible
for assistance. However, those with “very low"
incomes, below 30% AMI are granted priority;
because the supply of public housing and housing
vouchers is limited, most housing assistance
recipients have incomes below 30% AMI, and
housing assistance recipients rarely have incomes
above 50% AMI.

State Rental Assistance Program (SRAP)

The State Rental Assistance Program is a rental
assistance program for low-income individuals
or households. The program provides rental
assistance grants analogous to HCVP vouchers.
SRAP is a state-funded program administered
by the Department of Community Affairs. There
are no time limitations on how long a senior can
receive the subsidy, but they become ineligible if
they begin to receive federal housing assistance.

An elder is expected to pay 25% of his or her
adjusted income towards rent. The subsidy is
equal to the difference between actual rent and
the elder's calculated share. Like federal housing
assistance, those with 80% of area median income
are eligible for assistance, but the majority of
grants go to those with extremely low or very low
incomes, and the state maintains several set-
asides for special populations (30% of the rental
assistance grants are reserved for elders 65 or
older). In 2006, the program waiting list contained
mare than 10,000 names.

Homestead Rebate

The Homestead Rebate provides property tax relief
to both renters and homeowners. Elder couple
renters with 2007 incomes below $70,000 were
eligible, under 2007 tax year program rules, for
annual rebates ranging from $160 to $860, based
on rent paid and income. For those couples with
incomes between $70,000 and $100,000, the
rebate was $160. Couples with incomes above
$100,000, or who lived in public housing or other
homes on which taxes are not paid, received no
rebate. Single elder renters with incomes below
$35,000 were eligible for rebates ranging from
$160 to $860. For single elders with incomes
between $35,000 and $100,000, the rebate

was $160. For homeowners, the amount of the
Homestead Rebate is based on property tax paid
and income. For the 2007 tax year, single elders
with incomes above $100,000 and elder couples
with incomes over $150,000 were not eligible.
Rebate income limits and rebate calculations are
unlikely to change for the 2008 tax year.



Property Tax Reimbursement (Senior Freeze)

Property Tax Reimbursement “freezes” elders'
property taxes by allowing those who are eligible
to pay in 2008 the same property tax bills they
paid in a base year in which they met program
requirements. Recipients must have lived in New
Jersey for 10 years prior to filing, and have owned
and lived in their current homes for 3 years. Their
2007 incomes must have been no more than
$60,000 and their 2008 incomes (not including
Social Security) must have been no more than
$70,000 in order to qualify.

Property Tax Deduction/Credit

The Property Tax deduction allows homeowner
and renter elders to deduct 1009 of their property
tax {up to $10,000) from their gross income on
their New Jersey income tax return. Renters are
permitted deductions of 18% of annual rent

as indirect property tax payments. Those elders
whose potential tax deductions don't reduce their
tax bills by more than $50 are eligible for a $50
tax credit. Single elders with gross incomes [not
including Social Security benefits and a portion
of pension and IRA income) of less than $10,000,
and elder couples with gross incomes of less than
$20,000, receive a $50 credit.

Annual Property Tax Deduction for Senior
Citizens

The Annual Property Tax Deduction for Senior
Citizens allows elders a property tax deduction of
up to $250. Recipients must have lived in New
Jersey for one (pre-tax) year, and have owned and
lived in their current homes by October of the
pre-tax year. To qualify, elders must have gross
incomes (not including Social Security benefits
and a portion of pension and IRA income) of no
more than $10,000.



